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FOLLOWING MSG IS REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO. 

TOFAS 56 

FOR: NOVOTNY, G&F, FCA 
FROM: AG OFFICER 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAGR 

SUBJECT: HONG KONG WEN HUI PAO'S ESTIMATE FOR 1977 GRAIN 

THE MARCH 9 EDITION OF A LOCAL COMMUNIST NEWSPAPER - WEN HUI PAO 
REPORTED THAT CHINA'S GRAIN PRODUCTION IN 1977 WAS "ESTIMATED" TO 
BE 250.0 MILLION METRIC TONS. OUTPUT FOR 1973 THROUGH 1975 WAS 
GIVEN AS 246.0 M.M.T., 274.9 M.M.T. AND 280.0 M.M.T. RESPECTIVELY. 

THESE DATA ARE CONSISTANT WITH PREVIOUS OFFICIAL CLAIMS. INTER- 
ESTINGLY, THE ARTICLE DID NOT REPORT A FIGURE FOR 1976. THERE WAS 
ONE INCONSISTENCY IN THE ARTICLE, NAMELY, 1949 OUTPUT WAS GIVEN 
AS 108.1 M.M.T. WHICH DOES NOT INCLUDE SOYBEANS WHEREAS THE DATA FOR 
1973-75 AND PRESUMABLY 1977 INCLUDES SOYBEANS. THE 1977 OUTTURN 
IS ESTIMATED AND MAY BE SUBSEQUENTLY REVISED. HOWEVER, THE FACT 
THAT A COMMUNIST CONTROLLED PAPER IS REPORTING A SHARP DECLINE 
IN 1977 GRAIN OUTPUT IS A CLEAR INDICATION THAT OUTPUT WAS INDEED 
DOWNWN, AND POSSIBLY THE DECLINE WAS FAR GREATER THAN WE ESTIMATED 
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IN REPORT HK-8007. 
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